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MTSS Glossary


	Education is a term-heavy discipline, and MTSS certainly contains its fair share of acronyms and vocabulary. 

Creating a shared language around MTSS is crucial for getting buy-in from leadership, staff, and family and community members. Furthermore, making sure everyone is on the same page when it comes to certain subjects can help avoid confusion and misunderstanding later down the line, making your overall implementation a much smoother process. 

We’ve created this glossary to help you build understanding in your district around MTSS and related concepts. We’ve included many of the most common terms, but understand that every district is different and may have a unique way of speaking about topics. We invite you to use this as a living document and add any other commonly used terms or phrases in your district’s context. 
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[bookmark: core_curriculum]Core Curriculum 

Core curriculum refers to the set of educational standards and learning goals that all students are expected to achieve. These can include standards across academics, behavior, and SEL. The core curriculum is typically considered at the Tier 1 level, which focuses on providing high-quality instruction to all students.


[bookmark: evidence_based]Evidence-Based
Evidence-based means that an intervention has been rigorously studied (e.g., using quasi-experiments and randomized control trials), and results show that the intervention has meaningful impacts on student outcomes. 

[bookmark: EWS]EWS

EWS stands for Early Warning System. An EWS is a way of identifying students who may be at risk of not graduating on time or not meeting expected educational goals. The goal is to provide early and targeted interventions to students to prevent more significant problems from developing. 
An EWS typically involves the collection and analysis of data such as attendance records, grades, behavior referrals, and other indicators of student performance. Educators use this data to identify students who may be struggling and to get them the interventions or support that they need. 

Further Reading: 6 Keys to an Effective School-Wide Early Warning System Implementation

[bookmark: Intervention]Intervention

An intervention is a targeted program or approach designed to address the specific academic, SEL, or behavioral needs of a student who is struggling. Interventions are typically implemented at the Tier 2 or Tier 3 level, though there are Tier 1 interventions that can be used to support all students. 

An intervention often has a prescribed method of implementation developed from research- or evidence-based techniques. Strategies, on the other hand, are more general methods used to improve learning for all students. 
When a student is identified as needing targeted support, educators (e.g. in an SST) will develop an intervention plan for the student. The plan will involve assigning an adult champion, choosing a targeted intervention to address the issue, and a method for progress monitoring. 

Further Reading: How to Write an Intervention Plan [+ Template]

[bookmark: MTSS]MTSS

MTSS stands for Multi-Tiered System of Supports. MTSS is an organizational framework used in education settings to ensure that all students’ needs are met through increasingly targeted interventions across three levels of support. As educators build intervention plans, they use data to help them make well-informed decisions that will produce the best outcomes for each student. 

MTSS is a holistic structure that can encompass core curriculum, behavior, attendance, and social-emotional learning (SEL). The goal of an MTSS is to provide early and targeted interventions to students in need, to prevent more significant problems from developing. 

Further Reading: A Comprehensive Guide to MTSS


[bookmark: PBIS]PBIS

PBIS stands for Positive Behavioral Interventions and Supports. PBIS focuses on encouraging positive behaviors and preventing unwanted behaviors, rather than solely responding to behavior incidents.
PBIS is both proactive (establishing behavior expectations) and responsive (providing supports when behavior challenges escalate). PBIS as a framework emphasizes school-wide practices and expectations that help all students develop prosocial behavior.
Like MTSS and RTI, PBIS employs a tiered support model. These behavior supports can be implemented as part of a holistic MTSS or RTI approach.

Further Reading: What is PBIS? Positive Behavior and Your MTSS

[bookmark: PLC]PLC
PLC stands for Professional Learning Community. A PLC is a group of educators who meet regularly to discuss student achievement, examine data and results, and engage in ongoing learning and development.
Many districts use PLCs within an MTSS as a way to make data-based decisions and carry out MTSS practices and processes. 

Further Reading: Action-Oriented, Student-Centered: How PLCs and MTSS Frameworks Work Together


[bookmark: Progress_Monitoring]
Progress Monitoring

Progress monitoring is the data-based decision-making process that determines whether or not an intervention is having the desired effect. Educators will collect and record data to ensure the intervention is being delivered consistently and with fidelity.
Further Reading: An Educator's Guide to Progress Monitoring


[bookmark: Research_Based]Research-Based

Research-based (or research-backed) means that an intervention is based on practices that have been proven to be effective through research. Research has not necessarily been done specifically on the strategy or intervention in question.

[bookmark: RTI]RTI

RTI stands for Response to Intervention. RTI was developed as part of the reauthorization of the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) in 2004 as a way to systematically identify students with disabilities for whom high-quality Tier 1 and Tier 2 supports are insufficient.

The term RTI has grown beyond the field of special education to refer to a framework of academic and behavioral supports often included under the umbrella of MTSS. RTI encompasses four essential components: ​​universal screening, continual progress monitoring, a multi-level system, and data-based decision-making. 
For many educators, RTI has come to encompass holistic supports and is used interchangeably with MTSS.

[bookmark: SEL]SEL

SEL stands for Social-Emotional Learning. SEL describes the mindsets, skills, attitudes, and feelings that help students succeed in school, career, and life. At its core, SEL focuses on students’ fundamental needs for motivation, social connectedness, and self-regulation as prerequisites for learning. 

SEL may also be referred to as: 
· non-cognitive skills
· interpersonal skills
· soft skills
· 21st century skills
· character strengths
· whole child development

Further Reading: Social-Emotional Learning (SEL): Everything You Need to Know

[bookmark: SST]SST

SST stands for Student Support Team. An SST is a type of school-based MTSS team that focuses on planning targeted interventions for individuals or groups of students. 

Typically composed of educators, counselors, administrators, and other specialists, SST members work together to provide targeted support to students. This work can include early identification, providing individualized support, and facilitating collaboration between educators. 
SSTs may sometimes be referred to as: 
· Intervention Teams 
· Tier 2 and 3 Problem-Solving Teams 
· Student Study Team
· Grade Level Teams
· Something completely different 
Further Reading: 3 Strategies for Building Effective Student Support Teams 

[bookmark: Tier_1]Tier 1

Tier 1 makes up the foundation of the traditional MTSS pyramid. Educators often refer to Tier 1 supports as “universal” or “core instruction” because they are provided to every student and are essential for strengthening school climate, relationships, and classroom instruction. 

Many school districts create Tier 1 school climate teams or embed Tier 1 supports into school improvement planning and standards-aligned core instruction.
Further Reading: 42 MTSS Intervention Strategies for Your Student Support Team

[bookmark: Tier_2]Tier 2

Tier 2 supports are targeted interventions delivered to students who are not responding to Tier 1 supports. Typically, around 15 to 20% of students will receive Tier 2 support, which are often given in small group settings. Tier 2 is the middle of the MTSS pyramid. 
Schools often convene Student Support Teams (SST) to identify at-risk students who need Tier 2 support and use data from multiple domains to determine appropriate interventions. Many schools establish decision rules using screening measures and additional whole-child data across academics, behavior, attendance, and social-emotional learning to determine when a student needs to receive Tier 2 interventions.

[bookmark: Tier_3]Tier 3 

The top of the MTSS pyramid, Tier 3 refers to intensive services that 1–5% of students receive. Students may need Tier 3 supports if they are not responding to Tier 2 interventions or if they are undergoing an acute crisis, such as the death of a parent. Educators often use a process of data-based individualization (DBI) to create individualized interventions for these students. 

[bookmark: Universal_Screening]Universal Screening 

Universal screening is used to determine which students might need support. Screeners are assessments that provide districts with information about academics, behavior, or social-emotional learning across schools and grade levels. 

Universal screening data is used to identify students who may be struggling in certain areas. This can also be helpful data in determining larger trends. If large groups of students are struggling in a school or grade level, it can indicate that stronger Tier 1 supports are needed in those areas. 
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